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The Lufts of Men the Caufe of Wars. 


James IV. 4. 


’ From whence come Wars and Fightings among 
» yot? come they not hence, even of your Lufts 
that war in your Members? 


HERE is no one Subje&, that has taken 
up fo much Room in the: many Hifto- 
ries of the World in general, or of Na- 
tions in particular, as the Wars and 
Fightings that have been either among themfelves, 
or againft one another. Nor has there any thing 
iver! Occafion for fo many Men to fignalize them- 
felves by their Gondu@ and Valour, and tranfmit 
their Names with Honour to future Generations, 

and even to the. lateft Pofterity, as their remarka. 
ble Atchievements in Military Enterprizes. 

But now in order to regulate our Apprehenfiong 
of war in general, and to judge when and how far 
ic is lawful or unlawful; in order alfo to adjug one 

Ideas of thofe cMen of War, whofe Names found 
oreat in Eliftory, for their martial Genius and 

mighty Conquefts ; and to ditingnith between tho 

who have been famous for. a generous Pain s 

an heroick Courage ia maintaining and defeniin 
their juft Rights againft their invading Foe pe 

thofe who have been no lefs infamous for hha 

Ppprefion and Violence, Tyranny: ang Gruelty :. 


And 
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And laftly; in order to our underftanding with 
what Views any fhould be feeking Military Skill, 
and with what Spirit they fhould enter upon and 
go forth to War; it is highly requifite to trace 
', the Subje@ up to its Fountain Head, and’confider 
the Origin of all the Wars and Fightings that are 
or:have been inthe Worlds. 

And here we fhall find that the World in its 
primitive Innocency and Perfection knew no tuch 
Thing. For the wife Creator of the Univerfe dif- 
pofed’ every thing into fuch wonderful Order and 
exa@ Harmony, sthat, there. was, not. the leaft Jar 
or Schifm, nor the leaft Oppofition or Difcord in 
the natural or moral World. _ % : 

And therefore it muft needs be‘our falling from 
the original ReGitude of our Nature, .and the fuf. 
feting Sin and’ Luft to enter into our Flearts, thae 
has given Birth to all the Contentions and Confu- 
-fions, ’ the Wars and’ Bloodfheds that have been 
among the Children’ of Men, And this is what 
the infpired Authcr of this Epiftle gives us an Ac. 
count, or at leaft leads us into the Apprehenfion 
Of From whence come Wars and \Fightings among you? 
come they not hence even of your Lujts that war in your 

Members? This Epiftle as you, may fee by the 
firft Verfe of it; was dire@ed to the Twelve Tribes 
chat were fcattered abroad. And fuch was the Une 
happinefs of of’ the Ufraelitifh Nation, that as they 
(thro their Pride’by reafon of their diftinguithing 
Privileges) defpifed all’ other People; fo they were 
generally hated of thofe among whom they came ; 
and. féldom lived peaceably wich them, or indeed 
one with another; but were continually at Varic 
ante ‘among themfélves, or quarrelling with their 
Wei'bours. And thefe Contentions and Quarrels 
beiig, as * Fofephus obferves, not only in Judea, but 

tr 
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in Alexandria, Syria, and many other Places, were 
doubtlefs the Caufe of’ fetting the Roman Empire 
againft them, to fuch a degree as brought on the 
dreadful Defiru@ion of the Fewifh Nation, which 
is fuppofed to have come upon them {even or 
eight Years after this Epiftle was written. 

But then if we confider this Epifile as direQed 
tothe Chriftian Fews, yet they even after theic 
Converfion retained too much of their old Temper, 
which threw them into many Contefts and Quar- 
rels about Matters of Religion, as well as thofe of 
a civil Nature, And the Author of this Bpiftle 
obferving with Grief and great Concern of Soul, 
the unchriftian Heats and Tumults which thefe 
Profeffors of Chriftianity’ did ‘fo frequently fait 
into, is for leading them up to the Source and Ori- 
ginal of them, as the moft powerful Argument ta 
difcourage and diffwade them from {uch Broils and 
Quarrels for the future, From whence come Wars 
and Fightings among you? come they not hence even of. 
your Lufts? He don’t put ‘thefe things by way of 


- Interrogation, -as-if he “was “ata lof or uncertain 


whether’ they took their Origina] from hence oz 
no, but we are to look upon it as an oratorical 
artful way of {peaking, that’ he might perfwade 
them into’ the fame Apprehenfion with himfr, 
that all the Wars and Fightings that were amons 
them’ arofe from their Lufts, ‘or their + Pleafures 
as in the Margin, and which js obferved to be the 
moft common Signification of the Word; but thea 
ie muft be undeérftood in ‘this place of fuch Plea, 
fures as arife from the Gratification of fome Lup 
or other, and then it comés to the {me thing with 
our Luts. That war in your Memberss i 8. tn all 
the Faculties of our Nature, both of aie Mind and 

ss : of 
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, war in our Members, they militate one with ano- 
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of the Body; the + Word as is obferved, bearing 


fuch an extenfive Signification, 
There are fpiritual and flefhly Lufts, and they all 


the Caufe of Wars. 
become naturai to them, and fo 
ration are tranfmitted *to their ae boar 
much that there are now within us ica 83 info= 
kind, accordiug to the feveral Faculties ane A Hee: 
tions of the Soul, Senfations and Apreets Affec= 
Body, which are diftinguifhed into ipitcaite aie 
flefhly and worldly Lufts; which feyeral. Bee 
of Lufts, are comprized and diftinguifhed inds 
Apoftle, into the Luft of the Flefh, the 1, y che 
Eye, and the Pride of Life. 1 Fob. 2-16. uft of the 


ther, and/all of them againft the Faculties of our 
Souls and. the Members of our Bodies. .And thefe 
Lufts that are thus ac war within, the Apoftle tells 
us are.the Caufe of all. the Wars and Fightings that 
are without. . Accordingly thefe are the two Points 
in the Text that I propofe to f{peak_ briefly to. 


ai : N 

ace Ras thefe Lufts war in our Members; th ow all 

1. There are Luts that war within ws I a perpetual Conteff and S i they keep up 
2. That thefe. Luts are the Caufe of all the Wars P ere ‘Ned nae fee truggle within us, 


‘and, Fightings that are among the Children of «Hien. 
And then J intend. co. improve and apply the 
Truths, by, which you will fee that. my Text coune 
tenances the Defigns and Purpofes of this Day, fur- 
ther than at firft View fome of you may be appre- | 
henfive of. . 


1, Thefe Luffs are at war one with another: 

v The Lufts of Men, altho’ they Baers likenefs 
in fome refpe@s, yet are far from having hd 
real Harmony or Agreement among bhem{élyer- 
For as they have all one common Nature which 
confifts in irregular Motions and Defires of the 
Blefh and Spirit, fo the natural Tendenc of the 

muft needs be to jar and joftle one Saute a a 
ther. They —have al) different Views and Tite 
refts, and are purfuing different Defigns; and cae 
will be the natural Bffeét hereof, b ceutere 


I. There are Lufts, that war within ws. ‘ 
| By Zufts we are to underftand irregular A ffec- 
tions and. inordinate Appetites or Defires.  Lujts 
are not any new Affections or Defires that differ in 


Nature from thofe that, were originally planted in : d ut the thwarts 
pac rawness : ing and oppofing each ot : yal 

our Conftiution. But when Men’s natural Affe@i- vas of ie Fleth ceehreablng with tice: ate 
ons and Appetites. are fixed upon, improper Obs Spirit, infeeking after their feveral ofe of the 
je&s, or carried out to an inordinate Degree, and ral Gratificatia 


. y * ons, and worldly Luft 
ighe Gratification purfued in an irregular Manner, Luxury and Poise been both; Pride; 
os they become LUSTS, ; ies Covetoufnefs or an inordinate De all oppofed by 
\nd by the Indulgence of one fuch Luft or ins of earthly ‘Riches. But th ire after an hoard 
ordinate Defire in our firft Parents, their Souls were 2. Thefe Lufts do all war j en, 
betrayed, and a multitude of them brake in im- againft our Souls and Bodies our eAkembers, ever 
mediately, and got pofleffion, of their Nature; and Altho’ they are at ae : ‘ 
fo intimately united with their Conftitutions, as to themfelves ; yet as the Seats Variance amon 
become of aa civil Difcords and Divi in Bats 
arg ~ pafalem was bef : 8, when $e. 
T pedsow hpigh, Crit, Sac, rafal iiss ao unite their Forces es 
awe gainfe 


. themfel 
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gainft their common Enemy, fo thefe difagree< 
ing Lufts al] unite againft #s as their common E-« 
nemy. Thefe wicked and unreafonable Lufts, have 
entered into a Confederacy, rather a Confpiracy 
againft us, and are offering the utmoft Violence 
to our Natures. They have ufurped the Domini- 
on, and gotten the Poffeffion of our Souls. and 
Bodies, fo as to weaken and deprave che Facul- 
ties of the one, and to make ufe of the Members 
of the other, as the Inftruments of Unrighteoufnefs 
unto Siz, 


Thefe rebellious Lufts have turned Reafon off \ 


the Throne, and Confcience from the Judgment- 
Seat: and as for the Will. and. Affeétions, they 


shave fo conquered and corrupted them, that they 


have in a great meafure, if not entirely, brought 
them over to their Side. But now, the noble in- 


‘telleGtive Powers of the SouJ,- are far from being 


eafy while their Rights are thus invaded, and 
their Prerogatives thus encroached upon; and by 
the Means and Helps that God affords them, in 
his Word and by bis Spirit, they are for recover- 
ing their original Dignity and Authority. And 
ence arifes a perpetual Struggle in the Man, . the 
Fleth lufting againft the Spirit, and. the Spirit. a- 
Anan Fleth, as the Apoftle expreffes it, Gal. 
5-17. 
Thus’ every Man becomes the Seat of War and 
the Field of Battle. 
But oh! what Calamities! what Defolations ! 
what Deftru@ion and Mifery ! has: this inteftine 
War bro’t upon us! what Tumult, what Confu- 
fion does it keep us in perpetually ! How do thefe 
violent and impetuous .Lufts, either by fetting 
ves in Battle-array, bear down al} the Dice 
tates ot Reafon, Revelation and Confcience, and 
even force us to yield. to their finful _Demands : 
lela to gheir - Ants - Ve es 
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or how by the fecree and fudden Salfies of fome- 
particular Lufts, beft acquainted with our Tempers 
and Circumftances, take us at unawares, and carry 
us away captive at their Will? ‘ j 
And Oh! how bafe and cruel are thefe ufurp. 
ing Tyrants, when they have gotten us into’ their 


Hands ! 


How do they profane and proftitute our Bodi 
(déligned for the Temples of the haty Ghee 
and that God has curioully wrought in the low. 
er parts of the Barth, and made in fuch a fears 
ful and wonderful Manner as we now behold 
them) ~to all our bafe and filthy Defires 3 
and “inftead of having any regard to our Health. 
and the prefervation of ‘our Conftitution, every 
Member is made a Slave to fome bafe Luft or os 
ther, and ‘rather than deny themfelyes any Gratig 
fications, ee will abufe our Bodies to fuch a des 
gree, as to bring on Weaknefs and Pains. Difea{a: 
gree eee he Pains, Difeafes 

And then-again, thefe infulting Lufts 
fefs “abufive ae Souls.” “For inftead of 
a proper regard tothe dignity of their faper: 
aeuye! and? a due defference to the Didates “ee 
their nobler Powers, which carry a Majefty with 
them, they will vent their utmoft Fury at them: 
as being their moft potent Advertaries, and te 
give che greateft -difturbance to their finfy] a 
dulgences. Thefe therefore they bend all hee 
Force againft, chat if ponte they mighe their 
over them, to fuch a degree, as to £0 on ue 
Pleafures of Sin without any Check .or pote 
from them. And the uncircumcited pia 
mever dealt more bafely with Sampfon th hilifting 
Buemy, than thefe Lufts do with our is reat 

ag out the Eyes of our Underfandings, S They 
us grind “tne: them > -improving - our’ Shin aca 
B : Knows 
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Knowledge in proje@ing and contriving for their 
further gratification, And how do they abufe an 
Underftanding thus blinded as to Spiritual Things, 
ealling for it upon every Occafion, to find fome 
way-or other to pleafe and make Spore tor them ? 
In Short, there are no infults too grofs for 
thefe Lufts to offer to the Soul, They care not 
how they wrong and. wound.it; and: rather than 
deny “a “Luft they will degrade and defile the 
Soul, and- make us more vile than the Beafts that 
perith. To pleafe a Luft, they wiD pur the Soul 
upon the Rack, and by reafon of guilty Fears fil) 
it’ with the utmofe’ Horrours and Diftrefs; nay 
they will ki) and deftroy ic forever, ifit be not 
refcued out of their Hands by the Almighty 
Grace of God, - F : 

Thus thefe wicked and unreafonable Lufts war 
in our’ Members, even againft all the Members 
of our Bodies and the Faculties of-our Souls. 

~ .-Uproceed now to the Second general-Head, 


2. Thefe Lufes that thus war in our Members, ‘are 


the Canfe of all the Wars and Fightings that are among 


_ the Children of «Men. : rig 
From whence come Wars and Fightings among you? 


mets) 


come they not hence even of your Lufts ? The Lufts 
of Men don’t confine their malign Influence with- 
in the very Perfons they have gotten the Poffef- 
Hon of, but being infatiable in their Defires as well 
43 unreafonable in their Demands, thofe Men that 
are under the Government of them, naturally fall 
into Broils’ and Gontefts one with another. for 
#5 different Lults in the fame Subje@ ate contir 
nually jarring with each other, fo not only dife 
ferent Lu(ts, but even the fame Lufts in different, 
ubjegis, will naturally fet-them at Variance, and 
idl Ree HH breaking forth into Oa rods 
: aitentimes ar” hi o0Gs 
theds mes at‘length into Wars and Thelg 


ee OS 
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Thele are they that heve turned shes Wotle ape 
fide down where-ever they have prevailed, an kepe 
it in, Wars and Confufions in fome’ part or other, 
from the firft entrance of Sin and Luft into the 
World to this Day. Luft had no fooner entered 
our firft Parents, but’ Adam was for accufing his 
Wife *, and doubtlefs a Quarrel immediately en. 
fued. And the two firft. Sons that were born _to 
chem, were no fooner grown: up, but the <Spirig . 
chat lufteth to Envy, prevailed in one iG, fuch a 
degree that-he flew his Brother +- And oh! whag 
Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Strifes, Wars and 
Bightings have, there been in ‘the World ever 
nce!) : 
inte Lufts that are in the World, and that are 
ina peculiar manner litigious and contentious are 
fuch as thefe, viz. Pride, Envy, Malice,  Difcon. 
tent, Emulation, Wrath, Jealoufy, Deceit,’ Cove. 
tou(nefs, and the like. And now if we trace up 
the Quarrels that are in Families and among 
Friends and Neighbours, the civil Difcords, Ty. 
mults and Animofities in particular Nations be. 
tween Princes and their Subje&s,. and all the Rew 
ligious Controverfies in the Church, which haye 
been generally carried on with as great Fiercenes, 
and, Rage as any; and laftly, if we were able tg 
traverfe al) the Wars that have been amon 
: g the 
Wations and Kingdoms of the Earth, we {haj} find 
the Origin of them in fome or other of the fore 
mentioned Lutts, How came it to pafs that Natit 
on has. been at War againft Nation, and Kingd ie 
againft Kingdom, in the feveral Ages and Ge om 


tions of the Worlds; fo that there has rabies 
een a univerfal Peace, but from Men’s ee 
feat on one fide, and moft commonly on bok 
edit ie Ins 

* Gen gx 125 + Gem 4. 8, — 
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Indeed the Emperor -Auguftus, fhut. ‘the Temple 
of Fanus the third time, in Token of a univerfal 
Peace, when Chrift the Prince of Peace made his 
entrance into the World; but whether jt reached 
any further than-the- Roman Empire is uncer- 
tain. . as 

What is ir chat has brought fuch mighty Armies 
into the Field, thac has covered-the Face there. 
of with humaine Blood, that has ravaged fo many 

Countries,-and laid fo-many rich and beautiful 

Cities wafve, but the unfufferable Pride of Princes, 

and the infatiable Avarice, Cruelty and Blood-thire 

, tinefs of their Officers and Soldiers? Whence was 
it that the mighty Monarch of Afyria and Perfizs 
and. Emperors of Greece and R ome, fent their vic. 
torious Armies to all Kingdoms Countries and Pro: 
vinces within their Knowledge, ~ to’ fubdue ‘and 
Conquer them, but from their (1 had almog faid) 
infinite Pride, grafping at an univerfal Monarchy; 
and: from -their Cruelty, Tyranny and Covetout 
nefs, which have born down all regard to the 
Laws of Nations, or the natural Rights and Pros 
Perties of Men ? And what are we to think of 
many of thofe mighty and renowned Heroes, but 
as fo many lawlefs Tyrants, who when they. led 
their Captives in. Triumph thro’ their capital Cis 

ties; were themfelves in a much more inglorious 

Manner fed in Triumph by their own Lufts ? 

And then if we look into the Chriftian World, 
and among the: Nations that profefs Subjeétion 
to the Prince of Peace, and to be governed by the 
Golpel. of Peace, we thall find they have been as 
often at War.as. other Nations, and their Wars to 
Have taken their Rife from as bafe a Caufe, What 
has been the Caufe of. al] he dreadful © Wars in 
Chriftendom, but the Pride of Princes, aiming at 
# greater Dominion - than was theiz a 


e 
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their Covetoufnefs, wickedly defiring -to be. en- 
riched by the Spoils of their Nei’bours; or from 
a jealous and envious Spirit, not bearing to -fee 
others grow greater than themfelves; or from an. 
ry Refentment and cruel Revenge, raging in the 
breafts of haughty Princes to fuch a degree, that 
nothing but the Blood and Deftruion of ‘thofe 
againft whom they are incenfed can fatisty ? (ang 
how often have the moft publick Treaties of Peace, 


Leagues and Alliances chat have -been entered ins 


to,’ and in the moft folemn Manner ratified: and 
confirmed, been violated and’ broken jin upon -b 

thele-deceitful Lufts ?. So that we muft all-acknowe 
ledge with the Apoftle, Thar Wars and Fightings 
come from hence, even from Men's Luts. They are 
begun by Men’s. Lufts on one Side, and too‘com- 
monly carried on by them onthe other. J don’s 


fay it is always: fo; for altho’ itis hard to con. 


ceive how .a War thould begin but from fome 


Luft.or other; yet we can fee how it may -be 


profecuted on the other fide without. For there 
js no doubt, but when the juft Rights ofa Natie 
ou or People, are invaded and incroached upon by 
a Foreign Power, they may oppofe and> refift:e- 
yen unto Blood; yea, and may profecute the War 


{o far-againf them as to recover their Rights, ang 


take Satisfaction for the Damages fuftained by the 
Invafions of their Enemies; provided that Sati. 
fag@tion be not offered,. and cannot be obtained jn - 
a more gentle Way. Yea, and I fee not why they 
may not proceed to weaken the Power of: the 
Aggredior, that has often proved falfe and treache. 
rous, fo far as fhall difcourage from Making an. 
further Affaults upon them.” But how felac) 
does @ Nation ag meerly ‘upon fuch princiay 
and profecute a War with :fuch Limitation, we 
Ye-we NOE’ reafon to 
; think, 
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think; that even thofe Nations who have evigag> 
ed in a lawful War, would carry it anto an une 
daw Gal Length: and’ Degree, ‘even to the utter De= 
ftru@ion ‘of. their Enemies, or at teaft to the take 
gng* away of al) Government from them, and make 
ing’ them a Province of their own, if God: in his 
wife and gracious Providence did not interpofe ? 
How would Nations and Countries and Kingdoms 
be facrificed to the Revenge of each other, and 
‘how would -the leffer and. weaker Kingdoms ‘be 
dwallowed up’ and devoured by thofe of fuperiour 
Strength and -Numbers, if it ws not for the Lord 
to whom the Kingdoms-of the World belong; and 
who is the “<Governour among the Nations, who cays 
fes the Wrath of «Man to praife him, by accom- 
plifhing’ his Purpofes- and Defigns upon a“Perfon or 
People, and then reftrains the remainder of it, {ay~ 
ing to che infulting and invading Powers of the 
Earth, as in ‘fob. 38. TI. Hetherio fhait thou come 
but no further, and here: (hall thy proud Waves be 
frayed, sdiiea sgl : 


‘ I proceed now to make fome Improvement’ and 
Application of-chefe Things: And in the * 

ift. place, What we have heard, difcavers fome of 
the evil Effeits and Confequences of -our firft Parents 
Suffering Sin and Luft to enter into their Hearts, 

For as the Lufts.which entered into their Hearts 
took Poffeffién of the human Nature, and’ have 
been propogated tovallthe natural Defcendants of, 
eAdam, fo they. ‘have been the unhappy Parents 
of all the Miferies arid Calamitiés that are or have 
been in the Worlds, ‘Luft had no fooner entered 
the Heart of Man, but it conceived and bro’t 
forth Sin, and a Train of innumerable Evils with 
it. It 'bro’t a Curfe on the Earth, and in 4 greae 
tmeafure,' put the whole Frame of Nature ieee 
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Jow out of Courfe: But in amore efpecial manq 
ner has it difordered: the human Nae and Pace : 

‘thofe Faculties among which there ‘wag a perfed& 
Harmony, at the utmoft Variance, and fet every 
“Man at war with himfelf. Bur thefe are not al} the 
unhappy Effeéts of Men’s Lufts; for they are al. 
fo the Seeds of Difcord that are fown among 
Brethren, and the Caufe'of all the Wars ‘and the 

* Calamities which the World, by reafon hereof, have 
Jaboured under from the .beginning to this Day: 
‘Litele did our firft Parents think of the Diforder 
Confufion and Mifery, which they entailed upon 
their Pofterity, when they hearkened to the fug- 
geftions of Satan, and gave way to an irregular 
Defire. . : . . ; 

2. We learn what may be expetted and look’d for 
in @ World that is full of Sin and Luft, viz. Wars 
and Rumours of Wars. continually. ii 

Thefe are but the natural Effedts of Pride, En- 
vy, Jealoufy, Malice, .Covecoufnefs, and the like; 
And when we fee thefe Lufts continuing and pre- 
vailing in our felves and among Mankind in gene- 
ral, what can we exped but Tumults in our own 
Breafts, Jars in Families,’ Difcords among Bre. 
thren, Quarrels among Nerbours, Divifions in the 
Church, Contentions in the State, and Wars and 
Fightings among the Nations ? Thefe things nae 
turally follow upon Men’s Lufts; and we may as 
well expea@ that Caufes will ceafe to produce thei¢ 
Bfre@s, as that thefe things fhould difconcinue.’ 
while Men are a fe their Lufts. ‘ 
“2. The only way to folid and lating Peace: sc +; 
Ber and conquer Men's Lae : Wing Peace, is 4 

There can be no way fo effeual to proc 
fettle Peace upun a fute Foundaion, Pio fakes 
the Root of afl Contentions; and whar ; ‘ 
‘the Lufts of Men? Let them be pina 
the il iia wa ut once a Ae 
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ed, and there is nothing remains to difturb within} 
or to ftir up Wars without. “Take away the Caufe 

- and the Bffe& ceafeth. Take away the Lufts that 
are inthe World, and Wars would come-to a pere 
petual End, and our Peace will be as a River, cone 
fant and never failing, | Then a People would be 
at Peace among theffelyes, and their Ways being 
fuch as pleafe the Lord, their Enemies would alfo 
be at Peace with them. 

_ And this leads me to infer, 

4. The Excellency of the Gofpel, and the happy Tea- 
deucy*of its Dottrines and Precepts, to procure and 
eftablifh Peace among Men. tyes 

For the Defign of the Gofpel is to fubdue Men’g 
Lufts, to cleanfe us from all Filchinefs of Fleth and 
Spirit : The Grace of God, the Gofpel, that bringeth 
Salvation, and that hath appeared unto vs, teacheth 
46 to deny Ungodline{s and worldly Lufts, yea, and 
ali fpirirual and flethly Lufts. And if once the 
Gofpel had taken fuch powerful and univerfal Ef- 
fe&, as to.root out thefe Lufts,'then would there 
be, as was fung by the heavenly Hoft, at the 
Coming of the eAf{fias, and firft fetting up the 
Gofpel Kingdom, Peace on Earth, and good will aa 
on Men, as well as Glory to God in the highs 
cf. 

_ And it is only becaufe the Gofpel does not reign 
{0 powerfully and univerfally in the Hearts of 
Men, as ic ought, that thofe Prophecies of uni- 
verfal Peace and Tranquility to be in Gofpel- 
Times, ate not as yet accomplifhed. Let Men but 
dive up to the Principles and Precepts of the Chrif 
tian Difpenfation, and fee if it would not then 
be as the Prophet foretold, J/a 2. 4. They {hall 
beat their Swords into Plow hares, and their Spears 
_ onto Pruning- Hooks, Nation fhall not life up Sword 
againft Nation, neither thal shey Jearn War ang mores 
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3. We learn, that Heaven muft needs be a Place of 
perfect Peace and Quietnefs forever, becaufe entirely 
freed from Sin and Luff. 

Heaven isa high and holy Place, into which 
nothing enters that defiles; and‘every Inhabicane 
being made perfe& in Holinefs, there can’t be 
the leaft Difcord or Difference among them. In- 
deed thofe Sitigious Lufts of Pride and Envy did 
once invade thofe pure and peaceful Regicns, 


‘when a number of Angels revolted, and a dreadful 


War commenced upon it; but thofe apoftare 
Spirits being over-born by a fupeviour Power, 
were immediately. banithed thofe blisful Abodes, 
as Difturbers of their Peace, and Interrupters of 
their Happinefs. ; 

And now none can enter there, but fuch as 
are intirely cleanfed from all their Lufts, and 
made perfe@ in Holinefs, No Pride, no Bnvy, 
no Difcontent can come within the Gates of this 
coeleftial City, but every one that has an entrance 


miniftred to him into this everlafting Kingdom, . 


being thus perfectly freed from thete diftarbin 
Lufts, there muft needs be an inviolable Peace 
and perpetual Harmony among them.» * Inftead 
of looking with a contemptuous or envious Eye 
upon one another, they will by a fubiimared 


Charity, delight in each others Happinets, and - 


al) rejoice in God, the Centre of their Blils’, 
But to come to fome Inferrences that are more 
gmmediately to the Purpofes and Defigns of ae 
efent Day. - = i 

as What we have heard, may help us to 
a good meafure,. as to the Lamfulnef: 
of @ War. - 

"For this we may lay down asa gene j 
That a War raifed and profecuted Migerly by Rae 
Lyfts, muft needs be unlawful’ on the-fide ‘of the 


pee | Ags 


judge, i 
or Vnlawtulnefe 
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Aggreffor: . But then the fame War becomes law2 


ful, and very neceffary on the fide of the Oppos 
fer. . ‘ 


When a Prince thro’. Pride, Envy or Avarice;: 


makes unreafonable Demands upon his Nei’bour 
Princes, and upon their refufing to comply, pro- 
ceeds in’ a hoftile Manner to force them to it, 


it. muft needs be unlawful, contrary to the Law. 
of, God, of ‘Nature, and the profeffed Rules. of all. 


‘Civilized Nations. For the ‘fuperiour Strength of 
one Nation gives them no more Right to invade 
the Properties and Priviledges of another, than 
One Man’s being {tronger than another, gives him 
@ tight to injure and abufe him. And for one 
Nation to’ encroach upon the Rights and Proper- 
ties of a Nei’bour Nation, by Force and Arms, 
is only a more open Violence, Robbery and Mur- 


ther, But then as there is no way for fuch a 


People to fupprefs, refit, or get Satisfa@ion for 


the Violence and Injuries offered them, but by 


the like. Force and warlike Proceedings ; {0 this 
muft needs be very juft and lawful, yea, and the 
Duty of fuch an injured People, provided that 


Teafonable Terms of Peace and Satistagtion have - 


Cen propofed, and a Compliance’ therewith Tes, 
fufed by their Adverfaries. For, for one Nation 
fo fubmie to be injured, invaded and run upon 
~ by another, without refiffing and oppofing them 
With their utmof’ Power, (when Terms of Peace 

ave been unreafonably reje@ed) would argue 
fuch “@ Cowardice and” Meane(s of Spirit, chat 
the Gofpel, as much as it preaches up Peace, would 

Feprove fuch a people for. For however it may 

eC private Chrifiang to fuffer ‘injuries rather 
than Tevenge themfeives -yet it does. not. fora 
bid them from bringing’ fuch Offenders before 
the civil Magiftrate to be corregeed for their Wicks 
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ednefs; who is declared to be the Minifter: of 
God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that. 
doth evil, Rom. 13.4. And much more neceflas 
ty is it to ftop the Violence, and take Satisfaai- 
om for Injuries offered to a whole Nation. But’ 
as this can’t be done by the civil Magiftrate, 
becaufe their Power is confined within their own 
Government, therefore there is no other Way for 
a Nation, as fuch, to defend or recover their juft 
Rights, but by entering into a War againtt their 
Enemies, which muft needs be lawful, and the 
Duty of an injured. People, when all Capitulatic 
ons prove in vain. , ; - 
In fhort, a War is lawful, when it is entered 
into, not forthe. gratifying our own Lufts, bue 
for the. oppofing the Lufts of others that are in- 
jurious to us. A Waris lawful, when it is for 
the neceflary Defence or recovering of our jut 
Rights, Jct is lawful alfo to enter into a War, 
when out Help is defired, for the neceffary Pro 
te@ion and Relief of a People whom we fee op- 
preffed, and-in Danger of being {wallowed up by 
their Enemies, who have without Caule rjfen up 
againft’ them. And. I don’t fee why a. War may 
not -be lawful, for the oppofing and fuppreffing 
the growing Power and Tyranny of any Nation, 
whom we behold’ advancing themfelves, Vion 
Jent and unjuft Encroachments upon their Neigh 
bours, to fuch a degree of Power, as Would over. 
pallance al) the Force that we could make againgt 
them. Now in thefe and {uch like Cafes, (tor E 
don’t pretend to have mentioned every thing that’ 
wil) juftify a warlike Proceeding) a People’ ma 
make War, and go forth in a humble Dene a 
5 Imighty God to prored- Pendance 
upon Almighty _ Prote& them, ang vate 
per their jut Arms againft their Enemice bee 
B War Gntered into vpon fuch Accounts as thefe, 
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is the Caufe of Juftice and Mercy, and that is 
the Caufe of God, and He will be on our Side, 
and if He be for us, we need not fear who is a- 
gainft us. : , 


But here I muft obferve, That it is not fo much 


the Bufinefs of the Soldier to enquire into the © 


Merits of the Caufe, and judge whether the War 
be Jawful or unlawful, for that is an Affair in- 
trufted with the Prince and Councils of a Nati- 
on; and the Soldier isto prefume that the Go= 
yernment have good Reafons to juftify their pros 
claiming and engaging in a War: And his Bufi- 
nefs is to be ftrong and couragious, .and to fight 
manfully under his Commander, in the feveral 
Pofts -of Difficulty and Danger that may be affign- 
ed him, without puzling his Mind with fcrupe« 


tous Enquiries, whether the War be lawfully enter. 


ed into or ‘not. 
7: What awe have heard, teaches us after’ what 


Manner, and with what Views and Temper of Adind, 


Aten fhould go forth to War. 


{¢-muft not be to gratify any Luft of our 
own, but for the refifting and oppofing the un- 
Feafonable Lufts of others. Ic muft not be to’ 


injure and oppret{s others, or to invade any of their 
yoft Rights, but from a generous Concern for the 
Defence and Safety of our own: Not meerly 


to hurt and deftroy them, from any cruel and _ 


Giese DifpGfition whithin us, but for own Secu 
ity. 


tn fhoret, the Glory of God, the Intereft of Re? 


ligion, and the Safety of his People, muft lie’ 


heareft the Soldiey’s Heart ; and a Zeal for thefe 
ice mutt filk the Chriftian Soldier with hero- 
ick Courage and’ Fortit de of Mind, ready to 
lacrifice his Life and Forking! for the spublick 
Safety, af called ¢o ie, Then, and only then, ae 
i SoS a pears g 


‘ military Skill and Courage are from 
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he on good Ground expe& that God will be a 
Shield and Buckler to him. ec. : : 
Be What we have heard, highly recommends Mic 
litary Skill and Courage as abfolutely neceffary, under 
God, for the Defence and Sajety of a People. f 
For confidering our own Lufts, and the Lufts of 
others, we muft look for Wars and Fightings. 
Our own Lufts are fuch as may provoke God to 
ftir up our Enemies againft us. We are alfo on 
danger by our Lufts of abufing and injuring our 
Nei’bouring Tribes and Nations, and thereby er 
{tirring up their Corruptions to come in a way 
of Revenge upon us: Or if we fhould by our jukk 
and honeft Dealings with them, -efcape the Guilt 
of bringing a War upon our felves; yet their Lufts 
without any Provocation of ours, may break out 
againft us, So thatconfidering the Lufts of Men, 
it is cimpoffible for usto be affured of the Cona 
tinuance of Peace. : : ; 
And therefore it muft needs be the Wifdom 
of every People to be fo aware of the various 
Lufts of Men, and the Manner of their Oppera- 
tions, as to put and always keep themf{elves in 
proper Poftures of Defence; not only by keep. 
ing up Forts and Caftles, and fuch like Stron 
Holds in good Repair, buc by having a fuitable 
Number of skilful and valiant Soldiers, Men hae, 


underftand the Art of War, and have Courage to 


appear in the Field of Battle. ; 

Altho’ Men’s Lufts are the Caufe of War, ee 

an f 

ciple, and are not only confiftent othe ene 
very much improved and heightened by trueGra r 
And my Text, altho? it difparages War in ape ce, 
confidering its Original, yet by Confe Ue eral, 
countenances a warlike Genius : Tor contac it 
the Tendency, of Men’s Lults, there mutt sage 
be 
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he Wars and Fightings; and what is the natural 
Confequence of this, but that the Art of Waris 
highly ufeful and neceffary, co defend us againft 
the Violence of Men’s Lufts ? t 


Here therefore let me addrefs my felf to the 
‘Honourable Company of the ARTILLERY, and fay, 
That your Defigns and Endeavours to be thorough- 
4y skill’d in the Art of War,: is very Laudable and 
Praife. worthy. For confidering the Lufts and 
Corruptions of Men prevail after fuch a manner, it 
is become as neceffary an Art as any: And ic is 


the Wifdom and Duty -of a People to cultivate and 


improve it.. 

It fhows what a proper Tho’t and Apprehenfion 
of thefe Things our ‘Fore Fathers had, when they 
eftablifhed fuch a Company as this, and encouraged 
it with certain Privileges and Immunitiés. Ic 
thow’d that they were well aware of the Lufts of 
Men, and apprehenfive in Confequence hereof, 
whae frequent Oceafions there would be for Men 
expert in War. ' 

‘And it iswith Pleafure that we now behold 
this Company - increafing, and more of a military 


Spirit difcovering ie felf, by the very confiderable: 


Additions which have been made of late fo this 
eminary or School for the martial Airt.. And 
what is further to be defired is, that this honowt~ 
table Company might {til} advance in Reputation, 
and be of more extenfive Benefit, by the coming 
1n of thofe that fuftain the higher Commiffions in 
the military Order, fuch as the Field-Officers in 
the fevéral Regiments, who by attending thele 
itated Exercifes a few Times in a Year, would be 
abla’ Propagate this ufeful Art to their Subal~ 
terns, and they to their feveral Companies 5 47 fo 
the whole Militia of the Land might be gloriéd seed 

1a of the’ Land might 3 
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as thofe of the Tribes of Irael, in 1 Chron: 12. 30, 
33. That were een of Valour, expert in War, that 
could keep Rank, and were not of a double Heart. 
Bleffed be God ! We have not had Oceafion for 
fuch difciplined Soldiers as thefe of late, by reafon 
of the happy Peace we have had-for feveral Years 
and do ftil) enjoy. But we may not expe a long 
and uninterrupted Series of it; for we may juft- 
ly fear that either our own Lufts, or the Lufts 
of others, will break forth and difturb our pre. 
fent Tranquility. It is neceffary therefore that 
we fhould be always ready, even for a fudden 
Attack : Improve your opportunities therefore in 
gaining all the Skill, Courage and Condu@ that 3 
needfull; for you know not how foon there ma 
be Occafion for you to go forth and emplor 
the fame, in the Service of God and your Coune 
“try. 
we know not what Defigns are forming againgt ; 
us. That we are hated by fome, and envied By 
others for our growing Srearnefs, is not to be 
doubted. And how foon their Lufts may rife to 
fuch a Head, asto break out againft us in an ge 
pen War, and how foon God fhall te caufe tg 
correc us with fuch a Judgment, is known ai 
to Him. And 4s for the reviving military Skil} 
if it fhould forebode the Aproach of War: war 
§t affords a happy Omen that we fhall not te un 
en as a_prey to our Enemies: but rather by f * 
Means God wil) defend us from our Enemies efe 
make ule of our Skill to defear their Denne 
and caufe them to re back afhamed, igns,: 
But alafs! to\what Purpofe js it 
cers and Soldiers expert in War, aa nite Ofi- 
Battle, and at the fame Time to have ree in 
tles and Hg te our Forts and Gartifone Caf. 
nd fuffered to fal Py » nega 
lected a > So the Ground 2 Sere: 
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ly upon thefe Accounts we are in a very defences 
lefs Pofture, and coo much refemble « City with- 
out Gates and Bars, yea, a City broken down, and 


guithout Walls. The deeaying State of our For- © 


tifications, looks as ‘if we were not aware of the 
Lufts of Men, and thought al} Danger of their 
breaking out againft us was over, and as if the 


glorious Times were come, when the Nations - 


would learn Warno more. But how groundlefs 
are fuch Expedtations ? The Lufts of Men pré- 
vail: as much as ever, and our growing greatnefs 
naturally excites their Jealoufies and their Envy, 
and our growing wickednefs as certainly ftirs up 
the ‘fierce Wrath of the Almighty, that givesus 
reafon to fear He will withdraw His Reftraints 
from them. And what a miferable Defence should 
we be’ able to make againft a Foreign Invafion, 
under’ our. préfent Circumftances! I> don’t pre- 
fume to tax the Government in any Branch of 
it; but would only obferve how unhappy it 15, 
thac they can’t urite in Meafures for their neé- 
ceflary Defence. For how can we expect the di- 
Yine Protection, ‘when we can’t agree upon Me- 
thods proper for our own Safety ? It is only when 
a People’s ways’ pleafe the Lord, and they are united 
among themfelves, and take all prudent Methods 
for their own Security, that they may expe& God 
to be their Fortre{s and their «Munition of Rocks. 


aay Conclude, e 
Whilft we, thro’ the Favour of God, enjoy 4% outs 
ward Peace, Let us not be euie of that dreadful 
War that is within, flirred up by our Lufts, that are 
warring in our Members. And now let us manage 
this War with our Lufts, and aij our Spiritual 
Bot ae with the Skil, Refolution and Cot 
nat becomes wife and Soldiers under Jets 
and good Soldj S Chrift, 


“ing Peace fit down’ with Chrift on 
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Chrift, the great Commander of his People, and Captain of 


our Salvation. 

There can be no Difpute about the Lawfulnefs of carry- 
ing on this War: Fo; it is abfolutely neceffary, and our in- 
difpenfable Duty. There can never be.a Peace made with 
thefe Enemies, but a very inglorious one: Nay, by the leaf 
Conceffions, or fo much as Capitulations with them, we 
forfeit our Honour. : : 

Whatever Poffeflion they have gotten of us, it is by Re- 
bellion and Ufurpation, and none of thefe wicked Luts 
have a tight to live in us: We muft therefore fight *ri}} 
we are the Death of every oneofthem. It is not enough 
to weaken and deftroy the Power of fome, for they are a 
interwoven and united together; and fuch is their Thy fle. 
rious Nature, that if one Luft be left alive and let Alaa 
it will quickly give Life again to all the reft, ang ae 
will rife up againft us an exceeding great Army Th. 
Temper therefore of thefe Enemies is fuch as wont Alten 
us to give Quarter, or fhew any Mercy; for Mercy to them 
is Cruelty and Death to our felves. There muft be no Trea- 
ties, no Truces or Ceffation of Arms, for the leaf Indyl- 
gence gtanted to them, will only give them an Advanta, e 
againft us. We muft therefore be always upon our Watch - 
and Guard; nay, we muft be actually refifting and Oppo- 
fing of them with all our Might, and then we {hall fing 
that we don’t fight as thofe that beat the Air. For we 
fhall after many a violent Struggle and fharp Confiié, ar 
Jength gain the Victory, and come off Conquerers, yea mor 
than Conquerers thro’ Chrift that has loved us, and ‘giv = 
hhimfelf forus, to redeem us from all Iniquity, And He 
ving thus overcome zhro’ the Blood of the Lamb, we th it 
with Him and holy Angels that have been attendin g 
Him, make our triumphant Progrefs tothe Coleftial ire 
and_ being welcomed with loud Hofannas, thall be crovet? 
as Vidtors with immortal Honours. And Having thu wn'd 
ed the Toils and’Fatigues of War, we fhali in evens 


his Throne, even 


ith his Fathey on iis 


he has overcome, and is fet down w - 
Ly as 


Throne. 4 
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